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HOPE is the theme chosen for our provincial convention, to be held 
April 23 and 24, 2021. Alpha and Gamma chapters are planning it 
together, with in-person and on-line options being considered. 
We now have a provincial Zoom Pro license and all four chapters, as 
well as our provincial executive, have successfully held Zoom 
meetings. With the lovely fall weather we have enjoyed, several 
chapters have also had socially distanced meetings and activities 
outside.  Many thanks to Edna Dach and Brenda Smith who donated 
access to Zoom Pro and to broadband internet in August and early 

September. Recently, Beta chapter has made the decision to invest in their own Zoom Pro. 
With the new biennium for chapters, we have three sets of co-presidents across the province: Cathy Schultz 
and Ruth Gleave in Alpha, Jill Usher and Bonnie Edgecombe in Eta, and Lorna Berlinguette and Barbara 
Jonsson in Gamma. Martha Faulkner is the new president of Beta chapter, and we welcome her to our 
provincial executive. 
At the provincial executive meeting in September, we approved sending a letter to international regarding 
proposed changes to the process of World Fellowship applications in Canada.  Dr. Adriana Fishta-Bejko and 
Jeannie Sargent, our World Fellowship chairpersons, identified the issues and drafted the letter. 
Sheila MacKay of Alpha has recently been appointed as the northwest representative on the international 
World Fellowship Committee, so she will be able to explain to her committee how the process in Canada 
currently differs from that in the States, and to describe how onerous it is for women applying from other 
countries. 
We also have a member from Alberta, Cynthia Moore of Beta, on the Administrative Board of the 
international society.  Cynthia was elected during the online convention this past summer.  She will serve as 
Member-at- Large for the next four years.  She has recently been chosen to chair the International 
Speakers’ Fund Committee. 
Finally, congratulations to Alpha chapter and to their founding member, Audrey Clark, on celebrating 60 
years.  It is also the 60th anniversary of DKG in Alberta as Alpha was the first chapter established in 1960. 
The celebration will be held online due to Covid-19.   
In these challenging times I will close with the inspirational words of the late Jack Layton: 

My friends, love is better than anger. 
Hope is better than fear. 

Optimism is better than despair.  
So let us be loving, hopeful and optimistic and we will change the world. 
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As we begin the new 2020-2022 biennium, we are highlighting our Chapter 
presidents who will be leading our organizations for us. 

 
 
 

Bonnie Edgecombe  Co-President Eta Chapter 
 
 

I believe in being a lifelong learner and living a life of significance.  This applies to my 
teaching as well as outside interests.   
 
I feel very fortunate to have been an educator with Elk Island Public Schools for 39 years 
– the last three as a substitute teacher.   During that time, I taught mainly in the primary 
grades but also worked for three years as a supervisor for the Early Childhood Program, 

the Thinking Skills Project and Elementary Mathematics.  During my teaching career I often led teacher 
professional development workshops and did contract work with the Edmonton Regional Learning 
Consortium and Alberta Education. 
 
I joined Delta Kappa Gamma early in my teaching career but as a single mom and busy educator took a few 
years off before rejoining 8 years ago.  Since rejoining I have had the pleasure of serving as the President 
and Past President of Eta Chapter for two terms. 
 
In November 2013, I was part of a team that traveled to a rural area in Nepal with an organization called 
IWEN to assist in building a school and the foundation for a second building which is used for tutoring 
students and training teachers.  With the help of Sheila MacKay, Barb Leger and Elaine Whitford, I 
submitted a proposal for IWEN to become our DKG Canadian Project.  I was overwhelmed when the 
proposal was accepted for 4 years.  I continue to be involved with the organization, now called Her 
International, which sponsors girls who would otherwise be sold into bondage. Because of my involvement, 
I have held the position of the Canadian Project chair at the Provincial level over the last 6 years. 
 
In the last few years, I have had the opportunity to be involved in a Rotary Educational Project which built a 
school on the small island of St. Helene, Honduras.  I worked with other educators to make decisions on the 
design of the school and literacy and numeracy materials that needed to be purchased.  I have also had the 
opportunity to travel to St. Helene twice to work with teachers and students. 
 
Spending time with family is very important to me.  I have two amazing adult children, four special adult 
stepchildren and I am the proud grandmother of four precious grandchildren aged 7 months to 4 years old.  
I am also an active member of Sherwood Park Alliance Church.  I love being active through different 
activities such as walking, golfing, biking, gardening, pickle ball, aqua-size and cross-country skiing.  I enjoy 
traveling and hope to be able to do so again in the not too distant future. 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

 
Jill Usher    Co-President Eta Chapter  
 
Jill is a retired teacher/teacher-librarian for Elk Island Public Schools for 
39 years. She was blessed to have the opportunity to work with many 
different grades and in many different roles throughout her career - from 
classroom teacher, teacher-librarian, district consultant to the 
culmination of her career -seconded to Alberta Education as a Manager 
for Literacy and School Libraries. Jill has been retired for 4 years and is 
thoroughly enjoying this next chapter. Her involvement with DKG and 
the ‘Foxy Ladies Investment Club’ provide her with many learning and 
social opportunities with friends. Jill enjoys golfing, cycling, gardening 
and spending time at the family cottage at Pigeon Lake in the summer 
and cross-country skiing, curling and hiking in the winter months. Travelling is also a passion but for obvious 
reasons, not something she is currently able to enjoy. Reading is something Jill enjoys no matter the season 
and her Book Club one of her favorite group events, even if it has to be virtual.   
 
Helping Jill enjoy retirement and many of these activities is her husband Neil, also a retired educator and 
administrator. Retirement allows Jill her greatest joy - spending time with her 4 grandchildren. Last 
December 26, twins Willa and Logan joined big brother Noah (2 years at the time, now 3) keeping Mommy 
(Lauren) and Daddy (Nick) very busy. Jill happily spent much of the winter, spring and summer supporting 
her daughter and this incredibly busy young family.  The blessings continued and her son Scott and his wife 
Chantel welcomed wee Abigail (Abby) just one month ago on September 9th.  Special occasions will never 
be the same for all of us! But the more the merrier and Jill counts herself so fortunate to be close to both 
families and able to see them all regularly. 
 
 
 

Ruth Gleave and Cathy Schultz, 
Alpha Chapter  Co-presidents 

 
Alpha Chapter will go into the next biennium with co-presidents Ruth 
Gleave and Cathy Schultz. 

 
Ruth Gleave, by Cathy Schultz: Ruth worked for Edmonton Public 
School for 27 years. Her experience in teaching led her to work through 
her career in early elementary. She has been retired now for 18 years. 
Her membership to DKG has been part of her life for 19 years. 

 
Cathy Schultz, by Ruth Gleave: Cathy worked for Edmonton Public 
Schools for 16 years as a teaching assistant. Starting with Kindergarten 

and finishing with young adults in a Transition Support Program. At this time she is working full time 
managing an office that provides calibration services. She has been active in DKG for 3 years. 
Interesting fact: Cathy’s first job with Edmonton Public Schools was working in the Kindergarten classroom 
with – Ruth! 
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Martha Faulkner  Beta Chapter president 
 
Born in Montreal, Quebec, I lived there until I moved with my family to Calgary 
where I finished high school. I completed my B.A. degree at the University of 
Alberta and worked for several years with emotionally disturbed children and 
adolescents in Calgary and the Okanagan region in B.C.  I then returned to 
Calgary to complete an Education degree and began my teaching career 
developing a social adaptation curriculum for developmentally challenged 
adults. During this time, I completed my M.Sc. degree in educational 
psychology and special education at the University of Calgary and became a 
registered psychologist. I was hired by the Calgary Board of Education and pursued many roles including 
psychologist; resource teacher; system specialist, middle and high school assistant principal, and principal 
at the elementary, middle and high school levels. I was on the CBE Critical Incident Crisis Team from its 
inception in 1999 supporting schools in dealing with crises, grief counselling and recovery.  
 
In 2007, I resigned from the CBE and moved into administration with Westmount Charter School, a public 
school for gifted children K-8. Before I retired in August 2011, I was living my dream, running a K-12 school.  
I was the Principal of Westmount Charter School with 1200 gifted students.  
 
My husband, Bill, and I have 2 wonderful daughters, Andrea and Paige.  Andrea currently lives in Guelph 
with her husband, Mike, and 2 children, Everett (6) and Anouk (4). She is a nurse and studying to be a 
nurse-practitioner. My daughter Paige, lives in Calgary with her husband, Dustin, and has a daughter, Zoe 
(1+) and just delivered  a baby boy. They are currently staying with us as they wait for possession of their 
new home at the end of October.  My home is now a busy place with all of us, and a Labrador Retriever 
(Bill’s seeing-eye dog), a German Shepherd and a cat named Tuna.  
 
Bill and I love spending time with our grandchildren, travelling (before COVID-19), cooking and entertaining 
with family and friends, walking, reading, and shopping (my specialty, not Bill’s).  
 
I have been a Beta member since May 2015. I agreed to run for president when I was sitting by the pool in 
Palm Desert last February. I had no idea what I was getting into with COVID-19, the focus on technology and 
virtual meetings.  I became President of Beta Chapter in July 2020 and have now experienced Zoom Pro 
with several meetings under my belt.  
 
 
 

 
Lorna Berlinguette, co-president of Gamma Chapter 
 
DKG has played a very important part in my life since 1975 when I became a 
charter member of Gamma. At that time I had a baby girl and a two year old son 
and I was teaching two night school classes - a week of English 30, 43 students in 
each, at Alberta College. About 12 years later I started teaching at AVC, now 
NorQuest College, and retired there 21 years later as an English instructor and Co-
ordinator of Communication Arts. Totally, I spent 39 years in the field of 
education.  
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I`ve been very involved at Robertson-Wesley United Church since I was about 4 years old, along with lots of 
other volunteer activities. I also love physical pursuits (downhill skiing, aerobics and swimming at the YMCA, 
walking, and biking,) and gardening. Travel has been very important since I went to Nigeria with Operation 
Crossroads Africa when I was 23 to help build a road.  Since then what has captivated me is different 
cultures and I`ve been to more than 100 countries. I went on two UNICEF fact-finding trips to Bolivia and 
India, wonderful experiences. But cruising has been a main interest too. We got started in 1997 when my 
twin sister and I won a twin cruise, along with 50 other pairs of identical twins, through the Panama Canal 
to inaugurate The Dawn Princess, a twin ship of the Sun Princess. Of course, our husbands accompanied us.  
 
DKG has been paramount since I joined the society. I`ve held every office in the chapter except treasurer 
(yikes!) and doing so got me hooked. The more you know, the more you like it. I plunged into the Zeta 
Province executive in 1997 when I became president (was that an upward journey!) and have held a 
position on it ever since. This is my third biennium as Chair of Leadership North.  
 
On the international scene I was a Golden Gift Leadership recipient in 2002 (I highly recommend that you all 
apply) and was a member of the World Fellowships Committee for the next two years. 
 
My life has been dramatically enriched by my involvement in DKG. It`s been work, yes, but much more to 
the point, it`s been fun, it`s been fulfilling, and I`ve made friends I`ll never forget. 
 
 
 
Barbara Jonsson, co-president of Gamma Chapter 
 
I grew up in Manitoba. After high school, I attended a small university 16 miles from the farm,  Brandon 
University and obtained a Bachelor of Arts Degree. 
In 1974, I moved to Calgary for a summer job, then stayed to attend University of Calgary and complete a 
Masters in School and Community Psychology.  I was immediately hired by Edmonton Public Schools to 
work in their Research Department- for three years I helped researchers gather data and collate results - 
most interesting was reviewing eight different reading programs and how various learning groups became 
successful readers as well as test piloting the Self Esteem Inventory developed by Dr. Jim Battle.   
 
I attended University of Alberta and obtained my Education Degree.  I spent the next 32 years with 
Edmonton Public Schools as teacher, counselor, curriculum coordinator, assistant principal and principal.  I 
appreciated being awarded the Excellence in Teaching Award and the Life Membership in the Public School 
Administrators' Association for work with Bids for Kids fundraiser to gather funds to send children to 
summer camps.   
 
I joined Delta kappa Gamma after three years of teaching and have been mentored by many great 
educators.  
 
While I was working, and now in retirement,  I enjoy gardening, golfing, reading, curling and volunteering. 
(currently on church council/ President of Social Committee for Horizon Village Beaumaris where I live, 
supporting Edmonton Food Bank and The Rock Outreach - Lutheran Church Breakfast Program) 
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Chapter Presidents’ Reports 
 
 Alpha – Cathy Schultz and Ruth Gleave 
 
Alpha Chapter’s first Zoom meeting was held on 
September 15, 2020. 11 people were in 
attendance. The meeting went very well with all 
our business covered including the ArtsCan project 
vote. Great participation as we are learning a new 
way of communicating. 
Backyard meetings were held in July and August to 
keep in touch and share thoughts and ideas. 
Our plans for the year are as follows: 

September – Business meeting 
October – Celebrating DKG - with one member 

celebrating 60 years, we want to focus on our time 
with DKG. There will be time for sharing some of 
our favorite memories. 

November – The Art of Journaling – 
 presentation by Cathy Schultz with input by 
 members on their experiences 

December – Christmas Traditions 
January – World Fellowship   

 connection/Business Meeting 
February – Business meeting 
March – Anatomy of a Leader – presentation 

 by Cathy Schultz Convention planning 
April –  Business meeting Founder’s Day 

 planning 
- DKG Convention (April 23, 24) 

May – Founders Day 
June – Year end wrap up  

 
 
Beta Chapter– Martha 
Faulkner 
 
Beta Chapter Officers’ Meeting – July 12, 2020 

• To discuss the focus/theme for this 
biennium (2020-2022). 

• To survey Beta members for their input 
which will provide a framework for 

planning and setting the direction for 
technology training in Zoom. 

• To discuss the time and dates of our 
meetings for 2020-2021. 

Beta Chapter Executive Board Meeting – August 
26, 2020 

• Member survey results were shared with 
the Executive. 

• The focus of this year’s program and 
possible guest speakers were discussed.  

• Chairpersons reported on their committees 
and are reaching out to involve members in 
their work. 

• Membership includes 49 active members 
and 2 reserve members. 

• The proposed budget was presented and 
approved. 

• The Canadian Project (ArtsCan Circle) will 
be brought to the membership in 
September for the vote. 

Beta Chapter Business Meeting – September 12, 
2020 via Zoom 

• 29 members participated in the 1st meeting 
of the year via Zoom. 

• The president’s report focused on ‘How 
does DKG Beta Chapter look in COVID-19 
times?’ This included new ways to connect 
and communicate, taking care of ourselves 
and each other, and changing our mindset 
to embrace technology such as Zoom. 

• Beta Bits & Bytes was introduced as an 
opportunity for member sharing and social 
interaction at each online meeting. 

• Guest Speaker: Jenny Porter BA(H), BEd, 
MA, Registered Psychologist, spoke to us 
on “Hope in the Time of COVID-19”. The 
presentation was well- received and 
supplementary resources were provided to 
members. 

• Survey results were shared with the 
membership. 
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• Areas of focus for 2020-2021 are two-fold: 
(1) Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in the 
Classroom including indigenous issues, 
special needs issues, 2nd generation 
Canadian-born children in our classrooms; 
(2) Education in times of COVID-19 & 
COVID-19  education for members. 

• Members present voted on the Canadian 
Project: ArtsCan Circle. 

• Committee Reports were given. 
• The meeting closed with the song: “Sisters 

Are Doing It for Themselves” by Aretha 
Franklin and Annie Lennox. 

• The ‘Beta Song Request Line’ was 
introduced as part of Beta Chapter’s whole 
new look this year! 

Meeting Dates and Times for Remainder of the 
Year 

• October 14, 2020    6:30-8:30 
• November 19, 2020    6:30-8:30 
• December 13, 2020    2:00-4:00 
• January 16, 2021    10:00-12:00 (Business 

Meeting) 
• February 20, 2021    10:00-12:00 
• March 9, 2021    6:30-8:30 
• April 23-24, 2021 Provincial Convention 
• May 20, 2021    6:00-9:00 Founders’ Day 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Eta – Jill Usher and Bonnie Edgecombe 
 

• At present we have 52 members in our 
chapter.  

• Final meeting of the 2019/20 DKG year was 
cancelled so much of the business of voting 
in our new executive was successfully 
conducted by email.  

• In May our members were informed of 
dues and asked to state their intention for 
the coming year. All but four of our 
members elected to continue.  

o We welcomed four new members, 
so membership count remains the 
same.  

• In June Eta member, Eunice Querengesser 
undertook the collection of school supplies 
for Sierra Leone and was pleased to send 
many boxes of materials donated by Eta, 
Alpha and Gamma members with visiting 
professor Alfred Saffa. 

•  Executive and events planning committee 
met to discuss parameters for meetings 
and events for the upcoming year given the 
pandemic reality. 

o Decided we would seek the advice 
of our membership around the comfort 
level for a variety of scenarios: Zoom, small 
group (Max. 6) with rigid parameters etc.   

o Goal is still to provide events to 
members focusing on personal growth, 
fellowship and service. 

Some proposed events for the 2020/21 year 
include: 

• Virtual demonstration/cooking class with 
Blue Flame Kitchen 

• Book club events (in-person or by Zoom) 
• An introduction to brush pen lettering 

(virtually) 
• Outdoor events such as river valley walks, 

hikes or cross-country skiing 
• Small group gatherings to prepare “New 

Beginnings” kits women/families leaving 
the Sherwood Park Women’s shelter 

We will continue to support: 
• Sherwood Park Women’s Shelter 
• Canadian project, ARTSCAN CIRCLE 
• HER International 
• Reading support for early learners 
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• DKG provincial/regional events should they 
be allowed to proceed - Joint Breakfast, 
Author’s Breakfast, Founder’s Day    

Our first virtual Zoom business meeting will take 
place on September 29th. Members will:  

• Confirm events for the year 
• Accept proposed budget 

We look forward to a year filled with fun, 
fellowship and a commitment to personal and 
professional growth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gamma Chapter– Lorna Berlinguette and  
                                      Barb Jonsson 
 
The presidents of Alpha and Gamma and the first 
vice president have met three times to begin 
planning for the Alberta Province Convention next 
April 23/24. We are already excited about it and 
hope you will be too. 
Gamma members social distanced in Lorna 
Berlinguette’s back yard in August to plan for the 
year’s activities. We met again in September, 
outside, on a less pleasant day, but still had a 
good, relaxing time. This was mainly a social event.  
For our October meeting, a representative from 
Head Start will speak to us on ZOOM. 
In November and December members will again, 
on ZOOM, share their hobbies and/or favorite 
books. 
We will host another Author’s Breakfast, our 11th, 
on Saturday, February 6, 2021 either at Robertson-
Wesley or on ZOOM. The author, Carissa Halton, 
will speak about her entertaining book The Little 
Yellow House. It centers around her funny and 
moving experiences living on Alberta Avenue, 118 
Ave, east of Edmonton’s City Centre. 
We hope to have a speaker from Zebra, a society 
who helps abused children in the new year. 
 

 
 
 
DKG AB President’s Report – Elaine 
Whitford 

• Congratulations to Cyndy Moore on being 
elected to the Administrative Board as a 
Member-at-Large.  Cyndy has recently 
been voted chair of the International 
Speakers Fund Committee. 

• The Administrative Board has approved 
three conferences for summer, 2021. At 
this time, they have identified cities and 
themes and assigned regional directors to 
organize the conferences. 

• Fourteen of the 65 attendees at the 
Canadian Forum via Zoom were from 
Alberta, which was excellent. 

• Our World Fellowship letter was removed 
from the agenda as it was apparent that 
not all provinces would be in support; we 
will go ahead and submit it from Alberta 
rather than from Canada. 

• At the international level, Phyllis Hickey has 
been moved into a new position as Director 
of External Affairs, and a new Director of 
Finance has been hired.  This increases 
staff at that level and increases the 
international budget. 

• Cathy Daugherty announced in July, just 
prior to leaving the presidency, that the 
DKG building will be sold. 

• Our DKG Zoom has now been purchased.  
Many thanks to Edna Dach for allowing us 
to use her Zoom in August and most of 
September.  Thank you also to Brenda 
Smith of Eta Chapter for donating her 
internet time to our DKG Zoom meetings. 

• As we move forward my daughter, Denise, 
will be donating her internet time to 
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support our DKG meetings.  We therefore 
ask that meetings be limited to 2 hours. 

• Joan and I have put together a listing of 
motions from the past three years; they 
are at the end of these reports in an 
Appendix. 
•  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee Reports: Society Business 
 
Finance – Sylvia Duffus 
 
The Finance Committee (Elaine Whitford, Bea 
Ceretzke and Sylvia Duffus) met via Zoom on 
August 10 to develop the budget for the next fiscal 
year. Phyllis Molyneux was also present.  Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic many of our usual 
expenses, such as in person meetings and travel, 
would not be occurring. A Zoom subscription for 
executive meetings is included in the expense 
column. 
At the time of writing the Audit is in process. 
 
Membership – Lesley McDevitt 
 
Membership numbers in Alberta are good. 
According to the latest data on the DKG 
International website, we have 146 members in 
Alberta. 
DKG has chapters in 17 countries and in 2020 
added 1089 new members in these chapters. 
We are going to honour our long-time members by 
giving out 40-year pins and 25 year certificates. 
We hope to celebrate these members at the 
Alberta DKG Convention in 2021. 
COVID-19 has really affected all of us in DKG. 
Changes have been made in how we conduct 
meetings and we can no longer meet in person as 
a group. Zoom meetings are quite effective but do 
not allow us to have personal interactions like 
before. 

One main goal is to connect with one another 
through phone calls, letters, email,  Zoom 
meetings and Skype. We must stay connected and 
work together to help one another during the 
pandemic.  
As our new International president, Becky 
Sadowski said, “The strength of DKG lies within 
each of us and is us.” 
 
Standing Rules – Cynthia Moore 
 
The Constitution - Bylaws/Rules Committee, 
although required to consist of four members, has 
five members for the remainder of the biennium. 
Thank you, to Jackie Symbaluk and Cynthia Clarke 
who have served on the committee. Jackie will 
remain a resource for the Committee.  
 
Alice Halvorsen (Alpha) and Shirley Machura 
(Alpha) remain on the committee.  Welcome to 
Sherrie MacRae and Betty Rose, Beta/Calgary 
chapter, who have volunteered to join the 
committee.  
 
As reported in January, the DKG Alberta State 
Organization Bylaws were updated as of 
September 29, 2019, following last year’s fall 
executive meeting. The final copy was sent to the 
President for distribution to the executive board, 
including the chapter presidents. The committee 
will be meeting in October to begin the revision of 
the DKG Alberta Standing Rules in preparation for 
approval by the executive board in January 2021. 
The committee will meet virtually, via Zoom, and 
consider the writing format we wish to use for the 
revision process, based on our comfort levels. 
 
The updated DKG Alberta State Organization 
Bylaws (Revised September 2019) and Standing 
Rules will be forwarded to the membership thirty 
days prior to the convention and presented for 
approval at the 2021 Alberta State 
Organization convention in 
April 
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Nominations – Betty Rose 
 
Nominations Committee 2020-2021 
Dr. Shirley Machura (Alpha) 
Betty Rose, Chair (Beta)  
Jackie Symbaluk (Eta)  
Lorna Berlinguette (Gamma) 
 
Nominations process for the 2021-2023 
biennium: 

- The 2021-2023 slate of nominees for DKG 
Alberta officers will be presented for 
election at the 2021 Alberta Convention in 
Edmonton. 

- The slate will be published in the DKG 
Alberta News prior to the 2021 Convention.  

- Nominations are being accepted for the 
following positions: 

o President 
o First Vice President 
o Second Vice President 
o Recording/Corresponding Secretary 
o Nominations Committee (One 

member from each chapter) 
 

- An official nomination form for the officer 
positions must be completed, signed by the 
nominee and submitted by December 15, 
2020. (The official form is included at the 
end of this newsletter.) 

- All nominations are to be sent by email 
attachment to Betty Rose 
bettymrose@shaw.ca not later than 
December 15, 2020.        

 
 
 
Educational 
Excellence Committee 
Chair, Educational Excellence – Phyllis 
Molyneux 
Since we last met I have been: 

• Meeting with the Convention Planning 
Committee (Alpha & Gamma) working on 
the April 23/24th Convention. 

• Learning about Zoom, as a participant and 
host. 

• Participating in Zoom Meeting regarding 
setting Budget. 

• Producing a schedule of Chapter & 
Province Zoom meeting requests to 
eliminate conflicts when we have our DKG 
Zoom License in place. 

• Keeping informed by reading emails from 
International Educational Excellence Chair 

Canadian Project – Bonnie 
Edgecombe 
Over the past two years Canadian 
DKG chapters and members have 
supported the non-profit 
organization, ArtsCan Circle.  
ArtsCan Circle was founded by Mike 
Stevens, a multi-talented 

harmonica player, in 2002 to link musicians and 
other creative artists to at-risk Indigenous youth in 
isolated communities in Northern Canada. Their 
goal is to build self-esteem for the participants and 
encourage positive outlets for self-expression 
through the Arts. ArtsCan Circle has extended into 
the Yukon and over the years musicians and artists 
have visited 16 remote communities, some of 
them several times.   Over 40 000 harmonicas 
have been given out as well as numerous other 
instruments and recording equipment.  The 
organization has held workshops which have 
impacted over 10 000 children and youths.  
ArtsCan Circle now includes Indigenous artists who 
bring traditional crafts and teach cultural and 
language skills at the workshops. 
At the online Canadian forum this summer, DKG 
Quebec submitted a proposal to extend for a 
second term, our made-in Canada Project, 
‘ArtsCan Circle.’ Through visuals in a power point 
presentation by Anne Marie GittoLaurin (QC), the 
presentation illustrated the artistic and creative 
achievements of indigenous youth in Canada, 
including a heart-warming song and video, written 
by the youth of Reservation 67, Fort Albany. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9fIzxdDAXo 
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Canadian members donated $3,939.00 in 2019-
2020; $3,889.90 was donated in 2018-2019. Total 
donations by Canadian members 2018-2020: 
$7,828.90. Thank you DKG Canada.  
 
 Chapter Presidents will conduct a vote of all active 
members on whether or not to extend ‘ArtsCan 
Circle’ as our Canadian Project for 2020-2022. 
Votes are to be submitted to the provincial 
presidents by October 1, 2020. An announcement 
of the vote results will be made on October 15. 
 
 

 
Leadership – Lorna Berlinguette (North) and 
Janet Jack (South) 
 
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic our usual summer 
Leadership seminar was cancelled for this year.  
Emails were sent to chapter presidents this 
summer with this notice.  We hope to organize an 
event next year for sure. 
Lorna Berlinguette forwarded to chapter 
presidents a very informative and easily 
understood presentation on ZOOM for use with 
their membership to help support all as we 
transition to online meetings. 
 

Music – Tannis Helmcken  
 
The sisters of DKG Alberta have long recognized 
the importance of music at our meetings, but in 
this unique time of a global pandemic and social 
isolation, we understand the need to re-think how 
our chapters are going to share music over the 
internet with our members. 
 

Even though we cannot be together physically to 
sing and share the experience of making music, we 
see people all over the world facing these 
challenges and finding new ways to bring people 
together using music. 
 
As cities began closing down, people began going 
out on their balconies to sing with their 
neighbours.  Opera stars, who were prevented 
from performing on the stage, serenaded passers-
by from their apartment windows.  Police officers 
in Spain played their guitars while on patrol.  The 
incredibly beautiful rendition of, ‘We Rise Again’, 
by Canadian doctors, who remotely videoed and 
recorded their voices, brings tears to one’s eyes! 
That powerful draw to make music collectively 
demonstrates music’s universal appeal. As we DKG 
members of Alberta Province enter our season of 
virtual meetings, and for the benefit of the 
chapters who wish to include a little music in their 
meetings, we are brainstorming ideas to include 
music in our online get togethers.  I have been in 
touch via email with the provincial chapter 
presidents asking for their good ideas. Sincere 
thanks to those who have already replied.  
 
After I have heard back from everyone, I will 
compile a list of suggestions and distributed it to 
the chapters.   
 
Educational Services 
 
Website – Edna Dach 
 
The website has been 
updated several times 
since our February meeting.  Zoom meetings have 
been held by several chapters during late August 
and September. 
NOTE:  Many thanks to Edna for donating her 
Zoom Pro account for us to use prior to buying our 
own program and thank you also to Brenda Smith 
of Eta Chapter for donating her internet for the 
Zoom meetings. 
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Scholarships – Ruth Gleave 
 
Everything has changed, and there is uncertainty 
as to what is happening with conventions at the 
international or provincial levels.   
 
The DKG Spring Convention is planned for April 
23rd & 24th, 2021.  If in person, this will be at 
Robertson-Wesley Church in Edmonton.  If online, 
this will be by Zoom.  Or it could be a combination 
of the two.  More information will be provided as 
plans are formalized.   
 
International conventions are planned as follows: 

• July 11-18 Portland, Oregon:  DKG: A World 
of Opportunities, Contributions, Impact 

• July 21-24 San Antonio, Texas:  DKG: A 
World of Opportunities, Contributions, 
Impact 

• July 28-31 Tampere, Finland:  Well-being 
and Sustainability in Our Changing World 

Currently these are planned to be in person. 
 
DKG Alberta members who are applying for an 
International Scholarship are reminded that the 
application deadline is February 1, 2021.   
 
International Scholarship application forms can be 
found on the DKG website www.dkg.org.  On the 
website, click on Forms and then click on 
Applications. 
  
Members applying for the Doreen E. Cohen Zeta 
Province Scholarship are reminded that the 
deadline for applications is March 30, 2021.  
Provincial Scholarship application forms were 
printed in the Zeta Province newsletters. 
Applications are to be sent to Ruth Gleave, 
Scholarship Chair, either through email, 
ruthg@shaw.ca, or through regular mail, 4729 – 25 
Ave. NW Edmonton, AB T6L 6J2 
 
Applicants can apply for either Categories 1, 2 or 3 
of the Doreen E. Cohen Educational Grant. To 
apply for Category 1, you must be enrolled in an 

accredited educational institution and must be 
working toward a post graduate degree, diploma, 
or certificate in your field of study.   
 
To apply for Category 2, you would be pursuing an 
area of special interest, such as technical training, 
early childhood, learning a new language, 
publishing, etc. at an accredited institution. Proof 
of registration must accompany your application. 
Two letters of reference must be sent directly to 
the Scholarship Committee Chair, one from a 
current Delta Kappa Gamma member and one 
from a professional source.   
 
The intent of Category 3 is to provide DKG Alberta 

members with the opportunity to 
request funds  
of up to $200.00 for such 
professional activities as attending 
conferences.   
 

Please remember that applications must be 
received sixty (60) days prior to the convention, 
and participants must complete the Attendance 
Questionnaire and provide applicable bills to the 
DKG Alberta Treasurer no later than forty (40) days 
from the date of the end of the convention.  
Committee members are Alice Halvorsen, Debbie 
Johnston and Shirley Machura. 
 
World Fellowship – Dr. Adriana Fishta-Bejko 
(South) and Jeannie Sargent (North) 
 
South:  Alberta South WF committee has kept in 
touch with the 
recipients to see 
how they are doing 
during these 
pandemic times.  
Both of them are 
doing well. The 
2019-2020 
recipient, Yang 
Yang Fang 
defended her 
dissertation in July. 
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This is what she wrote, “Dear Adriana, How are 
you? Hope you are keeping well in this crazy time! I 
just wanted to share with you that I completed my 
PhD recently, and wanted to thank the DKG again 
for your generous support (not just financially but 
also emotionally!). I've attached my thesis in case 
you'd like to share that with any of the ladies who 
might find it interesting.”  
 
The other recipient is Ms. Ivette Menendez from 
Cuba and she is doing her Ph. D. in Microbiology at 
the school of Graduate Studies at U of C. She has 
stayed in Calgary and the family is doing well.  
The new recipient is Dinu Attalage (Home country: 
Sri Lanka). She is working on her doctorate on Civil 
Engineering – Field of Study: Environmental 
Engineering focusing on landfill gas mitigation. She 
has witnessed a man-made disaster that resulted 
in 30 deaths in her native Sri Lanka, due to the fact 
that the local authorities failed to collect and 
dispose waste responsibly. As a result of this 
experience, she chose to investigate this topic and 
avoid further such disasters caused by haphazard 
health and safety practices.  
This is what she wrote, “Dr. Adriana, Thank you for 
your email. My family is doing good, Sri Lanka 
seems to be handling the COVID-19 situation, fairly 
well. I am in Calgary; I am still working on my 
research and the university granted permission to 
continue with the experiment; so, I am still carrying 
on with my lab and field experiments.” 
 
North: Alberta North has reached out to our 
Scholarship Award recipient, Neelam Punjani, from 
Pakistan is working on her Doctorate in Nursing, 
and was very pleased to have received an 
extension to her award to continue her studies at 
the University of Alberta.  Over the summer 
Neelam has found a new home in Edmonton and is 
settling in. 
It is a very busy time in Graduate Studies at the 
university. Our scholarships are awarded for work 
at the University of Alberta. They will be 
confirming that our information will be posted on 
their website very soon and will send me the link 
to the information they post. Their work has been 
impacted by Covid-19, staff working from home, 

with no opportunities to dialog by phone, as well 
as our representative being on maternity leave. 
We are anxious to receive applications from our 
outstanding international women candidates later 
this fall. 
 

Historian/Archivist – Wendy Polhill 
 
Materials organized and ready for the Archives: 

• Alpha Chapter: Biographies of Past 
Alpha Chapter Members 

• Provincial Membership Cards 
Recorded by Doreen E. Cohen 

• Alpha Chapter: Tools for Schools 
Research 

• Helen Skirrow’s 
records/photographs of her time as 
Canadian Area Representative 

 
Materials organized but needing more 
materials/attention: 

• DKG ALBERTA 2019-2021 
• DKG ALBERTA 2017-2019 
• DKG ALBERTA 2015-2017 
• Zeta Chapter History  

Request: 
All executive members, please download all of 
your DKG materials onto a flash drive to be passed 
along to the Archivist/Historian and/or email a 
copy of all your DKG materials to 
wpolhill@shaw.ca 
 If you have printed materials, please pass them 
along as well. 
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International Education Foundation 
Liaison – Debbie Johnston 
 
DKG International Educators Foundation (DKGIEF) 
began a new phase of The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Educational Foundation (DKGEF) that was 
established in 1964. The new name was 
established as a result of the merger of DKG 
Supporting Corporation (DKGSC) which was 
established in 2010, merging with the DKGEF in 
2020. Generous contributions from the Society, 
members, states, chapters, and friends will 
continue to support DKGIEF and continue to carry 
out its mission and purposes.  
 
I encourage you to go to the DKG site and you will 
find the new information on application for funds 
under DKGIEF.  Please share this information with 
your members as they may have a project in mind. 
 
Cornetet Individual Professional Development 
Award (CIPD)  
• Will fund participation in conferences, seminars, 

lecture series, online courses, and workshops 
plus other non-degree programs to employed 
educators.  
• The award is given May 1 and November 1 

starting 2021. 
• CIPD activities must occur after the funds are 

awarded.  
• Applications will only be considered if submitted 

electronically on or before the dates of May 1, 
2021 and November 1, 2021. 

 
Cornetet Seminar Professional Development 
Award (CSPD) 
• Are granted to sponsor professional 

development seminars.  Regions, areas, and 
state organizations of the DKG may apply for a 
Seminar Award to assist in providing 
professional development opportunities for 
educators in their locale. 
• Chapters and individuals may not apply. 

• Applications will only be considered if submitted 
electronically on or before the date of 
November 1 of each calendar year.   
 

Educational Project Award 
• Projects Grant may be applied for to support and 

encourage projects. 
Deadline is January 3 
of each year 

 
• Any project leader 

may apply. 
• Applicants need not be members of DKG 
• The project must comply with one or more of 

the following Purposes and the Mission 
Statement,  
• support and encourage intercultural 

understanding 
• encourage standards of excellence in 

education and/or 
• assist and cooperate with schools, colleges, 

universities and other persons 
 organizations, trust funds, or foundations 
in support, encouragement and  
 improvement of education 
 
You can find more detailed information at the DKG 
website www.dkg.org under DKGIEF 
 
 
Arts and Humanities Liaison – Cynthia Clarke 

At the beginning of 2020, I sent out a notice to all 
Presidents in DKG Alberta asking them to remind, 
and encourage their members, to consider 
submitting their artwork, writing, photography, 
etc. to be included in the DKG Art Gallery.  We did 
have two members from Eta Chapter submit 
paintings and photographs in the fall of 
2019.  Both Suzan Berwald and Edna Dach had 
their works selected to be showcased in the 
Gallery.   In the Spring of 2020, I was unaware of 
any submissions. 
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This Fall, I again sent out a request to all 
Presidents to inform and really try to encourage 
their members to consider submitting their 
passions, hobbies, talents, (as expressed in 
artwork, poetry, short stories, etc.) in an effort to 
have at least one member from each Chapter 
included in the DKG Art Gallery.  Thus far, only Eta 
members have submitted items.   

I would encourage all members to take a look at 
the entries in the DKG Art Gallery.  They would 
certainly find it not as daunting as they thought.   I 
know of a member who is an excellent writer and 
several members have approached her to submit 
her writings, but to no avail, as yet.  We have 
many talented ladies in DKG whose work could 
easily be accepted if they would just take the 
chance and submit their work.   

The Fall 2020 deadline for submissions has just 
ended, and to date, I know of only one person who 
did enter her work.    

The DKG Art Gallery provides an excellent way to 
showcase creative and artistic endeavors.  We 
should really take advantage of this 
opportunity.  Through our paintings, photos, 
poetry, short stories ...all members in DKG would 
get to know us better...through our interests, 
thoughts, and talents. 

  Let’s all give this some serious thought!   
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  Nomination Application for 2021-2023 Biennium 

      DKG ALBERTA 

Applicant Information 

Name:     
 Last First    
 
Address:   
   
 
    
 City                                                                        Postal Code  

 
 Phone:  Email:  
 
Nomination for the position of:   
  (President          First Vice President               Second Vice President             Recording & Corresponding Secretary)  
 
Join Date: _______________________________  Current Chapter: ____________________________ 
 
Leadership and Service   
Please list DKG positions held: Officer, Chair, Committee membership & dates of each service: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beyond DKG service/activities: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature and Date (Electronic signature accepted) 
 
Signature: ________________________________       Date submitted:______________________________ 
 
Please send this form as an email attachment to Betty Rose bettymrose@shaw.ca not later than December 15, 2020
 


